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David Sims

From Hymn to Anthem: How to compose your own setting

Structure comes first. A hymn anthem is like a train:

Introducti on

You will need:

¢ An introduction.

o Play a published introduction.

o Borrow part of the hymn.

o Write one.

e A plan for what the choir does on each stanza.

o Unison, or harmony, or alternate every few measures.
Groups A and B, or high voices and low voices.
Solo with humming.

Sing in canon.
Unison, but with alternate keyboard harmonies.

o Harmony, but only some of the harmonies (SA, or SAT).
e A way to link the stanzas together.

o Short version of the introduction.

o Ritornello.

o A few measures of the hymn.

e A coda or ending.

o Repeat the linking material.

o Repeat the last phrase.

o A few repeated chords.

o Make it a choral canon.

o (A fermata is fine, too!)

O
O
O
O

Make sure the choir has a predictable roadmap to follow.
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to Irene Gubrud with whom “Children of the Heavenly Father” was first played 7
as an improvised accompaniment

Children of the Heavenly Father

Caroline V. Sandell Berg, 1832-1903
tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958

Slowly, freely and with quiet intensity (J = ¢. 50-54)

TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA
Swedish folk tune
arr. John Ferguson
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In the Bleak Midwinter

Christina Rossetti, 1830-1894 Gustav Holst, 1874—-1934
arr. K. Lee Scott

Smooth and gentle (J = 76)
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Solo arrangement derived from SATB version; Copyright © Coronet Press, Theodore Presser Company, sole representative.
Used by permission.

*Separate oboe part on page 54.

Sing Forth God’s Praise (Medium Low), by K. Lee Scott, ISBN 0-8006-7538-X
Copyright © 2002 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Duplication in any form prohibited without written permission.
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In the Bleak Midwinter

Oboe Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
arr. K. Lee Scott

n Smooth and gentle (J = 76)
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O Word of God Incarnate

for unison voices and piano with opt. descant

William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.

With expression (J =60)

MunNIcH
Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693
arr. Brenda Portman
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Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847

Abide with Me

for 2-part voices and piano

Andante religioso con rubato (J = 88-92)
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May God Bestow on Us Grace

for 2-part voices and keyboard
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Your Little Ones, Dear Lord

for 2-part mixed voices and piano

Hans A. Brorson, 1694—1764 HER KOMMER DINE ARME SMA

tr. Harriet Krauth Spaeth, 1845-1925, alt. Johann A. P. Schulz, 1747-1800
arr. Nancy M. Raabe
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

for SAB voices and piano

Isaac Watts, 1674 —1748, alt. Amy Lynne Engelsdorfer
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Hope of the World

for SAB voices and piano

Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974 Taylor Davis
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AuGsBURG CHORAL LIBRARY

The Augsburg Choral Library (ACL) offers the core repertoire for the church choir:
anthems, psalms, and motets by top rank composers for choirs of all abilities.

Other titles in the Augsburg Choral Library

978-0-8066-9826-7  Hurry Over Clouds and Heavens SAB, Piano Thomas Keesecker
978-0-8066-9821-2  Behold a Host, Arrayed in White SAB, Piano Bradley Ellingboe
978-0-8066-9818-2  Let the Whole Creation Cry SAB, Organ  John Ferguson

978-0-8066-9825-0  Come, You That Are Blessed by God ~ SAB, Piano Anne Krentz Organ

HHH‘ ““m 90000 H7 AUGSBURG FORTRESS
9ll?7814511401004 ‘ H H ‘ www.augsburgfortress.org
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