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Loaves and Fishes: Expanding the Reach of Music Ministry in Your Congregation 

Instrumentalists
· Identifying players
· Youth who are playing in their school band or orchestra, jazz band
· Adults who played an instrument in high school or college
· Hidden talent: anyone involved in music in the community 
· Pop in to confirmation class, adult bible study, women’s quilting group, etc. New members! Always ask! 
· Repertoire
· Prelude/offering/communion solo pieces
· Lutheran Summer Music https://www.lsmacademy.org/lsmpress Piano and instrument variations on Beach Spring (2025), The Ash Grove (2024), Holy Manna (2023), coming this summer: Kingsfold 
· Don’t overlook organ repertoire, hymn based pieces where melody is soloed out, have an instrumentalist play it instead
· Hymns and liturgical music – introductions, melody, harmony/descant
· Printed resources
· The Creative Use of Instruments in Worship – Hal H. Hopson, Hope Publishing Co., #8071
· The Creative Use of Descants in Worship – Hal H. Hopson, Hope Publishing Co., #8018
· Hymns for Ensembles, Vol. 1: Instrumental Accompaniments for Ecumenical Hymns – melody and harmony for 58 hymn tunes, variety of instruments, James Engebretson, Augsburg Fortress
· Hymns for Ensembles, Vol. 2: Instrumental Accompaniments for Ecumenical Hymns – melody and harmony for 59 hymn tunes, variety of instruments, James Engebretson, Augsburg Fortress
· Hymn Descants for Trumpet: Evangelical Lutheran Worship descants for over 200 hymn tunes – Stephen Jones, Augsburg Fortress 9781506413778
· With Two Instruments 24 hymn-tune descants – Jonathan Kohrs, Augsburg Fortress 
· Final Stanzas: Hymn Settings for Organ and Descanting Instrument, Volumes 1-5, Concordia Publishing House 
· Hymnal Supplement ’98 Instrumental Descant edition – Donald Busarow, Concordia Publishing House, 2 descants provided for each of 98 tunes, 97-6719
· Festival Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 1)
· Festival Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 2)
· Festival Setting of the Communion Liturgy (Full Score) (Hillert) - LSB Setting 1, ELW setting 3
· Festival Setting of the Communion Liturgy (Full Score) (Ferguson) - LSB Setting 2, ELW setting 4
· Ensemble Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 6)
· Ensemble Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 7)
· Ensemble Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 8)
· Festival Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 9)
· Ensemble Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 12): Full Score and Instrumental Parts
· Create parts using hymnal harmonization
· Melody line as is or up/down an octave
· Harmony could be alto/tenor/bass line
· Descant could be alto/tenor up an octave 
· Write your own!	
· Choral music with instrumental parts
· Often C instrument – flute, violin, oboe, (transpose for clarinet)
· If scored for a larger group of players, use what you have, not always necessary to cover all the parts. Flexibility is the key.
· Percussion
· Claves, shaker/maracas, guiro, bongos/congas, tambourine, wind chimes, finger cymbals, etc.
· Great way to include people who might not play another instrument or may not be interested in singing in the choir
· Plan in advance, give guidance, don’t just hand them an instrument and tell them to play “something”
· Farewell to Alleluia – Dan Schwandt, from Music Sourcebook: All Saints through Transfiguration Create Orff instrument parts
· Setting players up for success
· Allow plenty of lead time – several weeks
· Provide music in several formats: electronic, hard copy, ALWAYS have an extra copy!
· If music needs to be played up or down an octave, write it out, don’t assume they will be able to transpose it on sight
· Rehearse in advance
· Walk through the service logistics – Where will the person sit? When do they play? What do they do when they’re done playing? If playing during communion, do they commune first? Or after they play?
· Pair a younger player with a more experienced player. Could be a duet, melody/harmony, melody/descant
· Your calm confidence will help to settle their nerves


Handbells
· Incorporating bells in smaller groups, i.e., 4-6 players
· Four by Four: Hymns for Piano and Four Ringers
· Four by Four, Volume 2: Hymns for Piano and Four Ringers
· Four by Four Christmas: Carols for Piano and Four Ringers
· Four By Four Easter: Easter Hymns for Piano and Four Ringers
· Jeffers Handbell Supply Music Search Assistant, scroll down to “Less than a full handbell choir” for repertoire suggestions https://www.handbellworld.com/music/MSA.cfm 
· Widening the scope: opportunities to include people who don’t necessarily read music. Practice ahead of time so they know how to physically ring a bell.
· All Glory, Laud, and Honor random ring on introduction and all refrains
· This is the Feast, Hillert setting, random ring on all refrains. 
· All Saints remembrance of those who have been baptized/ died in the past year. Provide a gentle wash of sound (from balcony or other location) as names are read. Increase or decrease number of bells depending on number of ringers. Tonic triad plus major 2nd. 
· The version shown here incorporates Nothing In All Creation from All Creation Sings Setting 12 Ensemble Setting of Holy Communion (Setting 12): Full Score and Instrumental Parts
· Hymns – pentatonic: random ring or create chords for punctuation at phrases. Any notes in the pentatonic scale will work.
· Psalm singing – chords to punctuate chanting of psalm verses  
· Away in a Manger – SS children, chimes, 3 chords (I, IV, V) 
