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Dear Ministry Leader,
Welcome to All Creation Sings! We are excited that you are interested in renewing your worship space with this resource. In this webpage, you will find many assets to help you explain to your members what this new resource is and why it is important. Explore materials to track donations, spread the word, and even pieces to help you create a “Celebration of Music” Sunday that can become your main fundraiser/donation drive day!

This letter will walk you through what is included and why, address common concerns, and launch you into your efforts with joy!

Whys and Abouts
This section of resources helps you dig into the reasoning behind ACS and the depth of its content. 
· An Introduction to All Creation Sings
· “Creation of ACS” Timeline
· The Importance of Physical Music
· ACS Hymn List
· Resource family catalog

For the Church Administrator/Pastor ...(or whomever is leading the effort!)
Some of the logistical and informational pieces that will make the process run smoothly.
· Expense Breakdown
· ACS Letter to Congregations
· “In Memoriam” and legacy funding strategies
· ACS Hymnal Donation Tracker
· Bookplate link (Bookplates are a sticker pasted in the front cover of the hymnal that carries a message. These are often used for Memorial Donations with messages such as “Donated by Jack and Jane Doe in Honor/Memory/Celebration of John and Katie”)



Celebration of Music Sunday
[bookmark: _Int_sAf4QN0a]Do you want to have a specific Sunday to launch or conclude your fundraising? How about a day focused on celebrating music in your community!
· Music focused Liturgies, Prayers, Scriptures and more
· Music Coloring Pages
· Volunteer Directions
*Extra idea – Do you have any youth who are joyfully involved with music in your church? An earnest temple talk from a young person can be very influential to adults who maybe don’t see the point of an investment. 

Copy and Print pieces
Posters and blurbs for various mediums at your fingertips to be placed wherever you deem them helpful!

· Posters (8.5x11 and 11x17)
· Elevator pitch blurbs
· “Thank You” note copy
· ACS artwork
· Tracking poster


Some common ACS concerns addressed.
· “We don’t have room in our pew racks for another hymnal.”
· Two ACS hymnals take as much space as one ELW, making a small switch a viable option.

· “We don’t want to ask for a lot of money from our congregants.”
· One ACS hymnal costs about the same as a fast-food lunch. It is true that this is not an insignificant amount of money to some, but it is very doable for others.


· “Why would we need another hymnal?”
· The ELW is a phenomenal resource packed with useful and beloved hymns and liturgies that was published in 2006. ACS expands those materials with timely updates (prayers addressing gun violence, racism, immigration, and other times of conflict, alongside celebrations of our world and neighbors) and inclusive language. As the church and its members continue to evolve, new and refreshed resources continue to support growth and connection and extend a welcome to all.

· “We print or project all of our music, so we don’t need a physical hymnal.”
· Take a look at “The Importance of Physical Music” in the “Whys and Abouts” section of this kit to explore more on this topic.

· “What copyright information and licensing do I need to be aware of?”
·  Augsburg Fortress offers two different licenses that cover our liturgies. The first of these is specific to the liturgical texts and liturgical music in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship family, including All Creation Sings. The second is a complete Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License, which covers all liturgical texts and liturgical music published by, or whose rights are administered by, Augsburg Fortress. The Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License is included with a subscription to sundaysandseasons.com. You need one of these licenses to reproduce, project, livestream, or podcast the applicable content.
· When it comes to licensing for hymns and other forms of music, you must consider that many other publishers and rights holders besides Augsburg Fortress are represented in our hymnals and worship resources. Churches are encouraged to consider third-party licenses that cover an assortment of copyright owners under a single license. The two major licensing programs offered are One License and CCLI. Augsburg Fortress hymns are covered under One License. To reprint or project hymns in your worship space, or to livestream/podcast music (hymns, choral, vocal solo, organ, piano, handbells, etc.) that is not covered by the Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License or the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Liturgies License, your most comprehensive option is licensing from One License, which offers a reprint license and several podcast/streaming license options.
· For more information, visit https://www.augsburgfortress.org/info/permissions/ 
 

· “How is it inclusive?”
· Its prayers and hymn texts give attention to areas such as expansive language for God and humankind, gender identity and sexual orientation, and faithful living in a society tragically affected by systemic racism, sexism, inequities in justice and economic opportunity, and other ills.
· In addition, ACS supports other areas of contemporary concern, such as the growing crisis surrounding the environment; the fragility of human life and health among an aging population in our churches and, now, in the face of a global pandemic; and the increasing need to include in our worship cries of lament over social and personal brokenness. This attention was based on areas of concern identified in consultations and research, as well as exploration of newer prayers and hymns that attend to such issues

· “Who wrote/created it?”
· ACS is published by Augsburg Fortress (the same place that publishes the ELW). 
· In addition to the many composers and text writers of assembly song, more than fifty people from across the church contributed directly to the shaping of ACS, including focus groups, writers, experts, and a diverse body of reviewers who carried out the ELCA’s thorough process of liturgical, theological, and cultural sensitivity review given to the liturgies, hymns, and visual art.

[bookmark: _Int_kbi6AR6X]We send our best wishes to you and your community and hope that these resources make for a smooth fundraising effort!

Your Partner in Ministry,
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