Sunday Celebration of Music 
Prayers, Hymns, Offering Announcement, and Scriptures

Dedicating a Sunday to celebrate God’s gift of music accompanies rather than displaces 
the appointed day and season of the Church year. 

Possible days include the Sunday closest to:
· the commemoration of a hymnwriter or hymn translator (see ELW pp. 15-17);
· February 18, commemoration of Martin Luther, who understood music as secondary only to the Word of God;
· April 22, Earth Day / Día de la Creación;
· June 25, anniversary of the Presentation of the Augsburg Confession;
· July 28, commemoration of J.S. Bach, Heinrich Schütz, and G.F. Handel, musicians;
· September 17, commemoration of Hildegard of Bingen, a prominent medieval musician and composer;
· November 22: commemoration of Cecelia of Rome, the traditional patron saint of music;

or another important day in the musical life of the assembly.


PRAYERS[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Prayers and liturgies are found in All Creation Sings (Augsburg Fortress: 2020). © Augsburg Fortress and Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Augsburg Fortress, Publishers: 2006). © Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. All rights reserved. Page numbers are provided with each citation.] 

Consider using one of the following as a second Prayer of the Day, 
a final petition in the Prayers of Intercession or incorporated into the Blessing and Sending.

Holy Spirit, you move through all creation with sighs too deep for words. Open our hearts to listen to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. Speak through your church to rebuke the forces that seek to exploit your planet. Join our human prayers with the voices of all creation and move us to honor you by preserving the gifts of nature that reveal your glory. Amen.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  p. 47 ACS] 


[bookmark: _Int_l03Bxhyj]Mysterious God, whose imagination and desire embrace all: We seek to discern you in the interplay of forces, in the order and the chaos of the universe, and in the complexities of every living system. Give us grace to honor your goodness in what we know and in what we do not know, in the world’s harmonies and turbulence, and in its promise and change. For you are in, through, and beyond all that is: one God, made known to us in Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, our inspiration and guide. Amen.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  p. 48 ACS] 


[bookmark: _Int_U0uVkMLZ][bookmark: _Int_Tw1WYWGi]Heavenly Creator, we seek to hear your voice, in the quiet, in the loud, in the stillness, and in our song. As we lift our voices, so we raise to you our joys, our heartache, our peace, and our lamentations. Fill us with wonder at the songs of your creation from the beat of a butterfly’s wing to the roar of the crashing waves. In these places we witness your divine creation, and we celebrate the joy they bring. Help us to lift our voices and the voices of those around us in your unending hymn. In your holy name we pray, Amen

Bless, O God, us your servants that minister in your temple, grant that what we sing with our lips may we believe in our hearts and what we believe in our hearts may we show forth in our lives.

[bookmark: _Int_aLpLFjFy]O God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to worship: Pour out your Spirit on your servants who, with the gifts of music, enliven our praises and proclaim your word with power. Through this ministry give us new awareness of your beauty and grace, and join our voices with all the choirs of heaven, both now and forever; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  p. 74 ELW] 


Grant, O Lord Jesus, that the ears which have heard the voice of your songs may be closed to the voice of dispute; that the eyes which have seen your great love may also behold your blessed hope; that the tongues which have sung your praise may speak the truth in love; that the feet which have walked in your courts may walk in the region of light; and that the bodies which have received your living body may be restored in newness of life. Glory to you for your inexpressible gift; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  p. 73 ELW] 



HYMNS

Hymn Recommendations from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 

	My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
Alleluia, Song of Gladness
In the Singing
United at the Table
Let Us Go Now to the Banquet
The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
On Our Way Rejoicing
Oh, Sing to God Above
Take My Life, That I May Be
All Are Welcome
I Love to Tell the Story
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
Take My Life, That I May Be
Canticle of the Turning
Earth and All Stars
My Life Flows On in Endless Song
	251
318
466
498
523
531
535
537
555
583
641
661
674
685
723
731
763


	Come, All You People
Shout to the Lord
Oh, Sing to the Lord
Arise, My Soul, Arise!
Alleluia! Voices Raise
Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices
Lift Every Voice and Sing
Voices Raised to You
When in Our Music God Is Glorified
Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
When Long before Time
Praise the Almighty!
For the Beauty of the Earth
	819
821
822
827
828
833
841
845
850
857
858
861
877
879


(Augsburg Fortress: 2006).  © Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. All Rights Reserved.
OFFERING ANNOUNCMENT

On this day of music celebration, our offering will support the purchase of assembly copies of All Creation Sings, a hymnal supplement to the ELW that will renew our worship through refreshed, inclusive, and timely liturgy and song. If you want to learn more about this resource, or contribute in memory or in honor of someone, stop by the donation table in the narthex/entryway/gathering space/fellowship hall. 


SCRIPTURES
Supplementary to the texts of the day
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

Psalm 96 1-3, 11-13

O sing to the LORD a new song;
    sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD; bless his name;
    tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
    his marvelous works among all the peoples.

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
    let the sea roar and all that fills it;
12     let the field exult and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13     before the LORD, for he is coming,
    for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness
    and the peoples with his truth.


Psalm 98

O sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things.
His right hand and his holy arm
    have gotten him victory.
2 The LORD has made known his victory;
    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
    to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
    the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,
    with the lyre and the sound of melody.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD.
7 Let the sea roar and all that fills it,
    the world and those who live in it.
8 Let the floods clap their hands;
    let the hills sing together for joy
9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming
    to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.


Psalm 100

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.
2     Serve the LORD with gladness;
    come into his presence with singing.
3 Know that the LORD is God.
    It is he who made us, and we are his;[a]
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving
    and his courts with praise.
    Give thanks to him; bless his name.
5 For the LORD is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever
    and his faithfulness to all generations.









Psalm 150: 3-6

[bookmark: _Int_Qe3rEc1N]Praise him with trumpet sound;
    praise him with lute and harp!
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance;
    praise him with strings and pipe!
5 Praise him with clanging cymbals;
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
6 Let everything that breathes praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!


2 Chronicles 5:13
13 It was the duty of the trumpeters and singers together to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the LORD, and when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the LORD,
“For he is good,
    for his steadfast love endures forever,”
the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud,…
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