All Creation Sings
Sample Letter


This sample letter is provided as a guide for you to create your own personalized letters. It focuses on the development and purpose of All Creation Sings in order to support the introduction of ACS as a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship family of resources. 

Dear Friends,

Worship is at the heart of our life as the people of God. God’s wonderful gifts of word and sacrament are signs that we live in God’s amazing grace for the whole church and the whole world. Since the publication of Evangelical Lutheran Worship in 2006, the church and the world have continued to change. 

What concerns and themes that affect our communities and the world deserve additional attention in the prayer and song of this whole church? 

All Creation Sings, a worship supplement to Evangelical Lutheran Worship published in 2020, was developed as part of the ELCA’s commitment to the ongoing renewal of worship by supporting congregations’ mission in these changing times. The process included research in collaboration with ELCA Planning, Research and Evaluation; inviting submissions of new materials; the contributions and insights of working groups for liturgy and hymnody; and a broad liturgical and theological review. It has been prepared for the whole church, by the whole church.
 
All Creation Sings includes two new Holy Communion settings—one that is bilingual in English and Spanish, and one with options for evening use—and a contemplative Service of Word and Prayer. It also includes 200 hymns and songs, prayers, resources for lament and praise, and a Scriptural Images for God index that names 100 ways God is imaged in the Bible. 

The title, All Creation Sings, evokes a recurring scriptural theme. In the psalms and in Revelation we are invited into a vision where earth and sky and sea and all their creatures—including human beings—sing the glory of God. Yet the song of creation and our song with it includes also words and melodies of lament, of indignation, of pleading and ultimately of hope in God’s presence and mercy. These prayers and songs concern not only the health of our planetary home and its various creatures but also the health of human beings in community. All Creation Sings, hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, invites us to expand our sung prayer with new and timely attention to the world our Creator so marvelously made and to our common life as creatures within it. 
 
We believe that adding All Creation Sings to our pews is an act of care, enabling us to sing with our neighbours in other languages, to sing of God’s mercy, justice, and love, and to place into our hands the holy and unfolding work of God through poets, musicians, pastors, and artists. 

Over the next few weeks our congregation will be anticipating the arrival of All Creation Sings, a new worship resource for our church. This letter is your invitation to learn more about this new resource. 


In the name of Christ,


[Pastor and/or worship committee chair]
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